
Homily for Pentecost Sunday, 2022 

In 1986, Bill Buckner, a first baseman, was a member of the Boston Red sox baseball team. That same year the Red Sox 

competed in the World Series against the New York Mets. The Red Sox were on the verge of winning the series when 

Buckner let the baseball roll through his legs with one out in the ninth inning. It proved to be a key error, enabling the 

Mets to win the game. The Mets captured the championship the last game of the series.  

The fans were furious and blamed Buckner for losing the series. He was the recipient of many angry letters and was the 

victim of death threats, making it impossible for him to appear in public. Eventually he left the state of Massachusetts 

and his place of residence.  

The fans made sure Buckner never forget that he was the one solely responsible for Boston not winning a World Series 

after eighty-two years of futility. 

Few things in life are more deflating than the memory of failure or defeat. It takes the wind out of our sails, the air out 

of our balloon. Such a painful memory sits in our consciousness like a dead weight. It wears us down. 

On Easter Sunday night a dejected group of disciples gathered behind bolted doors. They each had a memory of 

personal failure. On the day of Christ’s crucifixion, they deserted Him.  Moreover, they each had a memory of a stunning 

defeat: There hopes were dashed because the Master died on the cross. 

Fear holds them in its bonds. The doors are bolted from the inside. 

Celebrating Pentecost makes us realize that the Christian faith alone can overcome defeat because it was born in defeat. 

But the painful defeat of Good Friday gave way to success and the triumph of Easter and Pentecost. 

The Holy Spirit, the Breath of God, had transformed the disciples from fearful individual into bold missionaries. 

On Good Friday, the disciples of Jesus faced a stiff headwind. With the coming of the Holy Spirit, they faced a powerful 

tailwind. 

The Holy Spirit is the Church’s power source. 

In his reflections on Pentecost Walter cardinal Kasper, writes, “It is only in the Spirit who can cause us Christians, the 

Church, once again, to become on fire and enflamed for God and God’s reign to become committed witnesses of Jesus 

Christ. 

The Spirit alone can give us courage not to lock ourselves behind closed door but to step fourth freely and go out into 

the whole world, to reignite the fire of faith, hope and love.” 

If the Holy Spirit had not come, Christians would never have conquered the world. Only by living in the Spirit can we be 

empowered to live the life that Jesus, led by the Spirit, lived, and the father commanded. 

The Holy Spirit banished from their thought and minds all painful memories of defeat and failure. They would begin a 

new life with a clean slate. 

A footnote: After a one hundred year drought, the Red Sox finally won a world championship in 2004. One of the first 

things management did was to invite Bill Buckner back to Fenway Park. He received a standing ovation. All was 

forgotten. Buckner was rehabilitated. 

Perhaps the Holy Spirit, whose nature remains hidden and who mysteriously remains in the shadows, may have played a 

role in one baseball player’s return to glory. Amen. 


